
AIA SAn AntonIo

A tour of six fabulous houses from King William to Leon Springs!
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1 The Lincoln MKZ received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles among entry premium cars in the proprietary J.D. Power and Associates 
2010-2011 Vehicle Dependability Studies.SM  2011 study based on 43,779 consumer responses measuring problems consumers experienced in the 
past 12 months with three-year-old vehicles (2008 model-year cars and trucks). Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions 
of consumers surveyed October-December 2010. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com.

It’s not just luxury. It’s smarter than that. Learn more about the LINCOLN  MKZ , 
a luxury car that’s putting standards back into luxury, at LINCOLN.COM . 

Like almost everything else on the LINCOLN MKZ. It was just 
named “Most Dependable Entry Premium Car Two Years in a Row,” 
according to J.D. Power and Associates.1
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Introducing Headline Sponsor

14th Annual 
2011 AIA Homes Tour

AIA SAn AntonIo

P r e s e n t s

A self-guided, self-driving tour of six  

of San Antonio's most exclusive  

private residences designed by  

AIA member architects.

The AmericAn insTiTuTe of ArchiTecTs is a not-for-profit organization 
established in 1857 and is the only professional organization of architects 
in the united states.

The AIA represents over 80,000 Architects across the Nation and over 

6,200 Architects in Texas. AIA San Antonio is the fourth largest chapter of 

AIA in Texas and serves more than 550 local architects.

The AIA is committed to increasing the quality of service by its members 

as well as increasing the awareness of the value of architecture.

Headline SponSor

Gold SponSor

Key Insulation

Plains Capitol Bank

Silver SponSorS

Alamo Hardwoods

Baxter Design Group

CPS Energy

Mangold Roofing

Williams Hirsch Custom Builders

Bronze SponSorS

Balcones Builders

Big Ass Fans

Broadway Bank

Brown Design Consultants

I-10 Building Materials/Stone Source

Raba-Kistner Consultants

Southwest Mechanical 

Structural Design Consulting

FriendS oF tHe tour

Euro Design Kitchen & Bath

Light By Design

Orville Carr Associates

Slab Cinema

in-Kind partnerS

Central Market

DG Publishing

Robert Cadwallader

Texas Public Radio

The Twig Book Shop

WitH  
appreciation to  
our SponSorS

for more information or to get in touch with a local AiA Architect contact:

n  AIA San Antonio Chapter Office: 210.226.4979
n  AIA San Antonio: www.aiasa.org
n  Texas Society of Architects: www.texasarchitect.org
n  AIA: www.aia.org



Homes Tour Committee
 

andrea Bolz, aia
Chair

Committee members

Pam Carpenter

Paul Franklin, AIA

Claudia Guerra

Holly Hickey

Cynthia Marmolejo

Teresa R. Forsberg, Assoc. AIA 

With appreCiation to our  
dediCated house Captains

417 Adams Street – King William 
natasha Kay, pe 

isabel Garcia

232 Washington – King William 
Maricela Yanez, Sda/c

225 Holland – Alta Vista II 
aline Yoldi, assoc. aia 

rafael Bedolla, assoc. aia

334 Encino Avenue – Alamo Heights 
annastacia l. Sequoyah, ra

230 East Oakview – Alamo Heights 
Kirby Braun

25053 Black Creek – Leon Springs 
charles Gates, aia 
Herbert looney, aia 

aia san antonio

Jonathan Benson Smith, aia
2011 Chapter President 

aia san antonio staff

torrey Stanley carleton, Hon. aia 
Executive Director 
torrey@aiasa.org

paula Smart 
Allied Services  

& Events Coordinator 
paula@aiasa.org

Laura smith 
Director of Chapter  
& Member Services 

laura@aiasa.org

 n All homes will open at 12 noon and close promptly at 6:00 pm. 
  Your tour may begin at any listed home.

 n A list of driving instructions will be available at each house 
  or at www.aiasa.org 

 n Due to the high traffic of the tour, some homeowners may 
  request that visitors remove their shoes before entering the homes.

 n The following are strictly prohibited: photography inside the 
  homes, smoking, food or drink, and children’s strollers.

 n Respect the privacy of each homeowner – please do not enter 
  closets or rooms where doors are closed. Please do not open  
  cabinets, drawers or refrigerators.

 n Please be courteous of the neighbors of the tour homes – 
  do not block their driveways, walk on their lawns or litter.

 n Be mindful that the homes on the tour are all private residences 
  with fragile furnishings. Children are strongly discouraged.

all ticket sales are final 

 and non-refundable. 

 

additional promotional offers  

may not be combined.

DISclAImer
In consideration of the permission granted to the tour participant to enter the homes 
and the premises of the tour, the tour participant hereby agrees to enter the tour 
homes and premises at his or her own risk and hereby releases the respective property 
owners and AIA San Antonio from any and all claims or causes of action due to injury 
to person or property which may arise during the tour participant’s presence at the 
tour homes or premises. The tour participant further agrees to indemnify and hold 
harmless each property owner from any and all liability in the event of any injuries 
sustained or accidents occurring on the tour homes or premises.

Tour Guidelines



ShAffer/luby 
houSe1

he Shaffer/Luby house was built in 1907 for a prominent 
San Antonio family. Sometime after 1968, it was converted 
into a multi-family residence with four apartments in the 
main house and two apartments in the carriage house. In the 

ensuing years, the property fell into disrepair. Building components 
were replaced in a way that didn’t respect the original integrity of the 
building, and often were not repaired at all.

Located in the King William Historic district, this home had always 
been one of the most prominent residences on the street. Sadly, when 
the restoration project began the home was barely visible due to over-
grown vegetation. 

The scope of the restoration project included four distinct buildings. 
Three are historic structures. A modern garage with an apartment 
above was the sole new building that was added. The architect used 
historic photos of a large barn that had once stood on the site to  
determine the orientation of the new building.

The three story main house was restored to a single family home. The 
carriage house was converted into a guest house/cabana. The original 
single car garage became a workshop.

The owner had clear requirements for the project that included 
reclaiming and reusing every piece of wood, the construction of a koi 

pond and pool, the installation of a car stacker in the new garage, and 
the restoration of the main house to its original beauty with a new 
kitchen, bath and master closet.

Sustainability was a key objective. Certainly the most sustainable 
aspect of the renovation was the reuse of the existing buildings on the 
site. But the sustainability efforts did not stop there. The architect took 
great care to salvage old growth pine from framing members and reused 
it on the stair treads and flooring. Old siding was re-milled for flooring 
in the garage apartment. Salvaged antique fireplace surrounds found 
in New York City add additional character to various rooms throughout 
the house. Innovative new technologies were also employed. The koi 
pond is replenished by a rainwater collection system. A pervious gravel 
paving surface enabled old growth trees on the site to thrive during 
and after construction. 

Special attention was given to the preservation of the original details 
of the house. The railings, the stairs, the exterior column capitals all 
demanded extensive restoration. 

Looking at this majestic home today no one would suspect that it once 
housed four separate apartments each equipped with its own kitchen, 
bathroom, and entrance.

MainStreet arcHitectS 
417 ADAMS STREET 
KING WILLIAM

architect
Mainstreet Architects 
Sue Ann Pemberton, FAIA 
Mainstreet@satx.rr.com 

contractor
Rubiola Construction Company 
www.rubiolaconstruction.com 

landscape architect
Laffoon Associates 
210-828-0455

pool design
Keith Zars Pools 
www.keithzarspools.com

Structural engineer
AccuTech Consultants 
www.accutechusa.net



he Jack Pancoast House is a story of love and commitment. 

The charming cottage you see today was nearly beyond 
repair when Pancoast purchased in 1997. After 20 years of 

neglect, the home's roof was gone and bamboo was growing through 
the floor of the dining room. Undaunted by the enormous restoration 
challenge ahead, Pancoast paid the back taxes to rescue the home 
from the City’s demolition list. He wanted to retire in King William, a 
neighborhood in which his family had deep roots.

With clear title to the home, the owner engaged architect Charles 
Schubert, a noted specialist in historic renovation projects in the 
King William neighborhood. Together they discussed the selection of a  
construction team. Pancoast, a bachelor at the time and interested in 
personally experiencing the renovation/restoration process, opted to 
serve as the general contractor and through the course of the project 
did much of the interior finish out work himself.

Together the owner and architect worked to restore all usable wood-
work, windows and doors from the original home. Much of the old pine 
flooring was salvaged. After reconditioning, it produced a beautiful 
wood floor. What was left of the front porch was carefully removed 
and rebuilt with existing wood pieces wherever possible. A metal roof,  

foundation and new electrical, plumbing and air conditioning systems 
were installed.

The original house was organized around a wide central entry hall that 
connected all the rooms. This organizing concept was used in many 
houses from that period and the architect was determined to keep 
it that way despite pressure from the owner to add a bathroom and  
utility room in the hallway. 

The architect was challenged to make the restored house accommo-
date as many guest rooms as possible for times when the owner’s fam-
ily visited. In lieu of altering the home’s original layout, the architect 
devised an ingenious solution to add a fourth bedroom in the attic and 
construct a new garage with a guest room above. Ultimately, the solu-
tion produced five spaces for bed/guest rooms, including the parlor and 
the study, with two and a half baths in a 2,000 square foot footprint.   

Throughout the construction process, Pancoast lived in the second 
story attic apartment. Midway through the restoration he met and fell 
in love with Anne Alexander at the King William Home Tour. She agreed 
to his proposal of marriage with one provision – he had to complete the 
renovation of the house. Not surprisingly, it was finished in short order! 

cHarleS ScHuBert, aia 
232 WASHINGTON STREET 
KING WILLIAM

architect
Charles Schubert, AIA 
210-224-2271

contractor
Jack Pancoast with 
Charles Schubert, AIA

JAck 
PAncoASt 
houSe2



hen the owner of 225 Holland Avenue, a small corner 
lot near downtown, approached architect David Bogle of 
SYNCRO Architecture Studio, she was a single empty-
nester. The client’s goal was to down-size into a home 

where she could live the rest of her life in a walkable neighborhood.  
The solution was to build a modern, new home, designed with a keen 
eye to aging in place. 

The single story house emphasizes simplicity, security, contemporary 
open-plan features, and energy efficiency. The project budget was 
tight. It needed to satisfy the owner’s ambitious design goals, but she 
was adamant that it not cause her to dip into retirement savings.  

Though the client was contemplative of her future, she also wanted 
the home to respond to her memories of the built environment of her 
native Mexico where she grew up before settling in Chicago for many 
years. A house of walls evolved. In Mexico, the built environment is 
often dominated by walls, especially with presentation to the street. 

The client wanted to enjoy the outdoors without sacrificing privacy or 
security. The architect devised a solution including several outdoor 
“rooms” enclosed by garden walls. Inside, throughout the house, clere-
story windows, located above eye-level, allow for natural light without 
a loss of privacy.

The client wanted the house to be constructed of high-performance 
autoclaved aerated concrete block; but ultimately the budget didn’t 
allow for that material. Conventional 2x6 stud framing and stucco 
were used instead. The house is designed with no attic space, tight 
envelope design details, maximum cellulose wall and roof cavity insu-
lation and vinyl windows with low-e glazing. A standing seam galval-
ume roof, eaves, soffits and overhangs offer a very low - maintenance 
exterior.  South facing overhangs extend for shading, while north facing 
are cropped close. East and west facades have perforated metal sun 
shades shielding southern angles. Natural daylighting serves most of 
the house sufficiently with direct/indirect florescent lighting in the liv-
ing and kitchen areas.

To address the owner’s strict budget most of the house uses conven-
tional finishes. Solid surface countertops are used in the bathrooms 
and a custom resin/recycled glass countertop was installed in the 
kitchen. Pre-finished maple wood flooring is used for the living/ding/
kitchen space. The owner chose a very unusual decorative concrete 
accent tile for installation in the slate floor of the entry gallery.

This modern house demonstrates that aging in place can be accom-
plished stylishly and on a tight budget. 

SYncro arcHitecture Studio 
225 HOLLAND 
ALTA VISTA II

architect
David F. Bogle, AIA 
Syncro Architecture Studio 
www.syncrostudio.com

General contractor
Williams-Hirsch Custom Builders 
www.williamshirsch.com

insulation
Key Insulation 
www.keyinsulation.com

roofing
Mangold Roofing 
www.mangoldroofing.com

W

WhIte  
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WILLIAMS-HIRSCH
Design + Construction

www.williamshirsch.com / (210) 764-0123

ALAMO
HARDWOODS
210-736-3137

SCHERTZ PUBLIC LIBRARY

www.bigassfans.com  |  (877) BIG-FANS



he last of five structures standing on a parcel of land sub-
divided to construct a new residence, the Sunday House is 
the lone survivor of a 1920’s era compound that anchored  
the corner of a prominent Alamo Heights neighborhood.  

This rare example of the classic “one room wide” residence that  
predates air conditioning was sensitively restored to its former glory as 
a duplex apartment.  

The upper floor was converted into a “Sunday House” or weekend 
home for the new owner, a contractor whose well deserved reputation 
for his great sense of craft has been evidenced in the many restoration 
projects he has completed throughout the neighborhood. 

The challenge was to provide additional indoor living space without 
compromising the views/natural lighting of the narrow L-shaped floor 
plan layout amid the heritage “live oak tree mott” covered site. A new 
two-story glass living room tower was inserted at the inside corner of 
the L-shaped plan  expanding/energizing both floor levels of the exist-
ing public and private spaces  while providing a “tree house feeling” 
and views to the southern courtyard. This two-story “lantern-like” form 
coupled with a new 3-car bay parking pavilion defines the ground level 

courtyard which expands into the pavilion for additional outdoor enter-
taining space for the ground floor living unit. 

A rooftop mirador provides the upper level unit with its own private out-
door room space and includes a bar-b-cue kitchen with distant views of 
the downtown skyline. Private entries for the upper unit are provided 
by two sculptural arched stucco staircases. The newest stair, a mirror 
of the original, also functions as the end wall of the new parking/party 
pavilion with storage below whose shape supports an entry bridge to 
the upper floor unit that overlooks the lower courtyard below. 

Sustainability was a priority. Key solutions include recapturing the 
embodied energy of an existing structure; low-e insulated glazing 
with solar shading arbor overhangs; a spray foam insulation package;  
high efficiency Mini-Split mechanical systems; and reclaimed materi-
als, including clay tile roof/wood flooring, salvaged from other remodel-
ing projects

This multi-family renovation project provides a restrained but lively and 
modern dialogue with the historic context of the neighborhood.

JoHn GraBle arcHitectS 
334 ENCINO 
ALAMO HEIGHTS

architect
John Grable, FAIA 
www.johngrable.com 

General contractor
Truax Construction 
www.truaxconstruction.com 

interior design
Robin Black, IIDA, ASID, RID 
blackandwilliams@sbcglobal.net

landscape designer
Casa Verde Landscaping 
210-826-2923

Fan
Big Ass Fans 
www.bigassfans.com

lighting consultant
Brown Design Consultants 
www.brown-dc.com 

Hvac
Southwest Mechanical Services 
swmech@gvtc.com 

SunDAy 
houSe4



CPS EnErgy iS a Proud SPonSor 
of thE 2011 aia homES tour

t

Outdoor Movies
slabcinema.com



he owners loved their lot, their trees and their neighbors but 
not their house and a growing family meant they needed 
more space. After months of looking for a larger home they 
decided to explore the possibility of transforming their mun-

dane house into a structure that would respond to their future needs 
and excite their design sensibilities.

One story structures along Oakview guided the design solution towards 
a horizontal rather than vertical addition. The objective was to sen-
sitively add to the existing composition in a manner that would not 
overwhelm the scale of the neighborhood or interfere with the branches 
of the front yard trees. These trees served as inspiration for the front 
porch roof structure, a manmade arbor and shelter from the Texas 
sun that tucks neatly under the oak canopy.  The porch pillars are 
re-interpretations of the tapered stone columns seen on many historic 
bungalows in San Antonio.

Behind the porch a shed structure with clerestory windows opening 
to the north light and front yard treetops was added.  Housed in this 
volume are a study, powder room, guest room, guest bath, laundry 

room, master bathroom, and master closet. A rear-access carport that 
doubles as a birthday pavilion was constructed in the back yard along 
with a retaining wall that allowed the area to be flattened into a level 
game field for the couple’s two young boys.

Energy efficiency was considered throughout the design process.  
Expansive overhangs on the addition, a light colored metal roof, high 
performance windows, and expanding foam insulation were strategic 
decisions. In addition, the once attached garage became a detached 
carport eliminating what is typically an oven-like room adjacent to 
conditioned space. Lastly, operable windows and ceiling fans provide 
an alternate cooling option to air conditioning. Materials including 
limestone and cedar siding were locally sourced minimizing the fossil 
fuels used to transport them to the site.

This renovation project exemplifies innovative design coupled with 
sensitivity to the site and the scale of an older neighborhood.

toBin SMitH, aia 
230 EAST OAKVIEW PLACE 
ALAMO HEIGHTS

architect  
Tobin Smith, AIA 
www.tobinsmitharchitect.com

General contractor
Balcones Builders 
www.balconesbuilders.com

lighting designer 
Brown Design Consultants 
www.brown-dc.com 

Structural engineer 
Structural Design Consulting  
jwharris@gvtc.com  

oAkvIeW 
Arbor 
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Raba-Kistner 
congratulates AIA
on another successful homes tour!

San Antonio
& Offices Statewide

210-699-9090  |  rkci.com

We are proud to be a long time partner in your efforts to  
develop the most beautiful communities in San Antonio.

Since 1968
        . Geotechnical Engineering            . Pavement Consulting            . Construction Materials Testing

ExcEptional DEsign. Uncommon ValUE.
17427 San pedro • San Antonio, Texas 78232 • 210.494.0800 • keithzarspools.com



he Leon Springs Residence is home for a professional couple 
whose goal was to create an environment that embraces a 
pared down attitude towards space and possessions, an 
enjoyment of nature and a desire to achieve a high level of 

sustainable design and planned energy consumption. 

The program included one main living/dining/kitchen, a comfortable 
master suite, office, exercise room, screened sleeping porch, outdoor 
rooms, two detached guest rooms and a lap pool.  

The sloping site faces the distant western hills but comes with the 
classic challenge of maximizing the view while considering sun control.  
The solution was to have four main forms that hug the grade and 
occupy different areas of the land.  The carport roof at the top of the 
site is the energy generator.  It faces south and holds a 12k W photo-
voltaic array.  The guest house and the main living room present their 
narrow elevations to the west and the bedroom wing has select open-
ings to the west.  The roofs slope with the site creating a low profile 
and allowing rainwater to gravity feed the 17,000 gallon collection 
system which provides the home with 100% of its potable water needs.

The all important outdoor rooms include the covered porch between 
the living room and the guest house, the private screened sleeping 

porch off the master bedroom, and the pool which has an arbor and 
open deck at the lowest level of the site.

The house has been awarded a LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) for Homes Platinum Certification.  In addition, 
the house circuits will be monitored to help test energy assumptions 
made during design with the actual performance.  

The residence was designed to minimize the impact on the natural 
environment by both passive and active strategies.  In addition to the 
ones mentioned above, visitors to the project should look for high per-
formance windows and insulation (spray foam), FSC and NAUF ply-
wood for millwork and interior wall finish, ground source heat pump 
(geo-thermal) with a hot water recovery system and ERV, Gabion bas-
kets and carport retaining wall made from rock excavated from the site, 
Texas mesquite floors and native Lueders stone.

This project demonstrates the opportunity to live in a smaller footprint 
that utilizes responsible strategies to sustain resources and the envi-
ronment.

laKe Flato arcHitectS  
25053 BLACK CREEK 
LEON SPRINGS

architect 
Lake|Flato Architects 
www.lakeflato.com 

General contractor
Duecker Construction 
gduecker@ktc.com

interior design
Baxter Design Group 
www.baxterdesigngroup.com

Hvac
Southwest Mechanical Services 
swmech@gvtc.com 

lighting designer
Brown Design Consultants 
www.brown-dc.com 

pool design
Keith Zars Pools 
www.keithzarspools.com 

rain Water consultant
Contects Consultants & Architects 
www.contects.com 

photovoltaics
Cinco Solar 
www.cincosolar.com 

Structural engineer
Structural Design Consulting  
jwharris@gvtc.com 

upholstery
Rudy's Custom Upholstery & Design  
(210) 821-5156

leon 
SPrIngS 
reSIDence6
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 7193 Heuermann Rd, San Antonio, TX 78256 Phone (210)  698-0051  Fax (210) 698-0281 

Stone Source is a Division of I-10 Building Materials, Ltd. 

Architects, Building Owners, 
General and  

Masonry Contractors, and/
or Home Owners … 

… we are your complete 
Stone Source 

for quarried, dimensional 
cut, and 

custom cut stone products 
used in the  

residential and commercial 
building industry! 

 
 

www.i10stonesource.com 

210.283.6500  |  800.531.7650  |  broadwaybank.com
38 Neighborhood Banking Centers  |  Member FDIC

OF  THE

COMMUNITY
goodFOR THE 

3222 Thousand Oaks

San Antonio, TX 78247

Ph. 210-494-7615

Fax. 210494-1188

mangoldroofing.com

FREE Estimates



PlainsCapital.com

Highly Personalized Service Draws Clients to PlainsCapital Bank

PlainsCapital Bank entered the San Antonio 
market more than five years ago. We’ve built a 
solid reputation by hiring bankers who are 
active members of the community and under-
stand the dynamics of the local economy.

We provide customized financing solutions for 
private clients, investors and entrepreneurs who 
rely on our experience and responsiveness to 
reach their business and personal goals.

Our highly personalized approach has made 
PlainsCapital Bank one of the most significant 
banks in Texas with more than $4.4 billion in 
assets and 34 locations in major markets across 
Texas.

  

Mike Molak
President
PlainsCapital Bank
San Antonio

In today’s business climate, having a 
banker you know personally—and 
who knows you—is not a luxury but 
a necessity.  
                                                                                                                                 

mmolak@plainscapital.com
210.541.8228


